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Charge: Examining Spencerport’s current practices for 
academic recognition with a particular focus on graduation 
ceremony



Grading discussion at the high school the last three years

What do we want (some of the ideas raised during this discussion):

• Students who are willing to take risks and challenge themselves
• Students who are motivated to continually improve
• To promote academic excellence; not competitive, “cut-throat” attitudes 

about grades
• To honor all our students who excel academically and challenge 

themselves with rigorous programs and courses
• Alleviate the pressure associated with being #1 or #2.  Stress and anxiety 

over class rank can be very upsetting to students and families



• Honor Roll (Honors Pass/PEP Pass)
• High Honor Roll (Honors Pass/Pep Pass)
• Academic Letter
• Academic Pin
• Honor Societies: National Honor Society, Business Honor Society, Seal of 

Bi-Literacy, French Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, WEMOCO 
Honor Society

• Academic Awards Ceremony
• Top “Ten” – Graduation Ceremony
• High Honor Roll for 15 quarters – Graduation Ceremony 
• Salutatorian and Valedictorian – Graduation Ceremony



Current system used to determine Valedictorian 
and Salutatorian (and “top ten”)

• Throughout their academic career at SHS students are given a 
“rank” at the end of each academic year.  

• Rank is based on students’ weighted year-end Grade Point 
Average (GPA).  Different than report card or “quarterly” 
averages.

• GPA is calculated with final course averages.
• AP, PLTW, SUPA, and HONORS classes are “weighted” so they 

count more towards a students GPA.
• At the conclusion of the 1st Semester of senior year we 

determine final ranking order.

• Students who are #1 and #2 in the final rank, are named 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian. 

• The Valedictorian and Salutatorian are offered the opportunity 
to speak at graduation and are honored at commencement as 
such.



Feedback from post secondary 
SUNY Geneseo:
“Geneseo does not offer specific scholarships for students named Valedictorian or Salutatorian.  Geneseo looks to 
admit strong academic and well-rounded students.  We take a holistic approach to the review process.  Therefore, 
we look not only at a student's academic record, but also very closely at a student's supplemental information.  This 
combination of information - academic as well as information about who the student is outside the classroom -
enables us to most accurately determine who to make offers to out of a very competitive applicant pool.” – Lindsay 
Gerhardt; Senior Admissions Advisor

University of Rochester:
“At the U of R, we give no formal (i.e. scholarships) for a student’s rank (or Val/Sal). We look for students who are 
maximizing the opportunities afforded them, based on their environment.  For merit scholarships, we look at the 
rigor of a student’s profile more than their scores.” – Michelle Vogl; Scholarship and Honors Program, Admissions 



Feedback from post secondary cont. 
Rochester Institute of Technology:
“We do not give special recognition to students that are Valedictorian or Salutatorian as far as merit scholarships, 
although I’m sure that those students would qualify for our scholarships. We look first at the high school transcript 
when reviewing a student’s application. We don’t have a GPA requirement, and would prefer to see more 
rigorous classes on a transcript, even if that means the student’s gpa is a little lower than someone who has not 
taken honors or AP classes.” - Molly Lane;  Assistant Director of Admissions

University at Buffalo:
“Not having a class rank has no impact on scholarships or admissions.  We do not use it as much; use it as a rough 
gauge; we use a more holistic approach now.“ - Julian Radney;  Associate Director Office of Admissions 



Area High Schools
Identify a Valedictorian and 

Salutatorian (8)
Do not identify a Valedictorian 

and Salutatorian (15)

• Brockport
• Churchville-Chili
• East Irondequoit
• East Rochester
• Gates-Chili
• Honeoye Falls-Lima
• Fairport
• Spencerport

• Brighton
• Canandaigua
• Greece (all 4 HS)
• Hilton
• Irondequoit
• Penfield 
• Pittsford (both HS)
• Rush-Henrietta
• Victor
• Webster (both HS)



Next Steps…
• Share with the BOE the high school’s plan to form a committee to explore 

alternative methods to recognize academic achievement at graduation
• Present to the BOE a proposal for a new method of recognizing students 

for their academic accomplishments in lieu of naming a Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian for the Class of 2022
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